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the first day of the first month which begins more than ten days after
the date of enactment of this Act.

Approved June 17, 1950.
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June 20, 1950
[H. R. 555] To make available for Indian use certain surplus property at the Wingate Ord-

(Public Law 567] nance Depot, New Mexico.

Fort Wingate Mil-
itary Reservation, N.
Mex.

Transfer of surplus
land.

Wingate Navajo
Village, N. Mex.

Transfer of prop-
erty.

42 U. S. C. ch. 9,
note; §§ 1521-1574;
Sup. II, § 1521 et seq.

Post, pp. 59, 72, 73.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary
of the Army is hereby authorized and directed to transfer to the
Department of the Interior, for use by the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
that portion of the Fort Wingate Military Reservation, New Mexico,
comprising approximately thirteen thousand one hundred and fifty
acres, heretofore determined to be surplus to the requirements of the
Department of the Army. Title to the land so transferred shall
remain in the United States for the use of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.

SEC. 2. All contractual rights and all property, right, title,
and interest of the United States in and with respect to structures
and improvements in Veterans Temporary Housing Project
NM-VN-29166, located on land of the Navajo Tribe of Indians, and
known as Wingate Navajo Village, Gallup, New Mexico, are hereby
relinquished and transferred to the Navajo Tribe of Indians. After
the date of enactment of this Act, the provisions of the Act entitled
"An Act to expedite the provision of housing in connection with
national defense, and for other purposes", approved October 14, 1940
(54 Stat. 1125), as amended, shall not apply to said temporary housing
project.

Approved June 20, 1950.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and HIow.se of Representatives of the
I n.ited States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary
of the Interior, acting through the Bureau of Mines, is authorized and
directed to establish, equip, and maintain a research laboratory at
Reno, Nevada, for research, investigation, and as a center for informa-
tion and assistance in matters pertaining to the mining, preparation,
metallurgy, use, and conservation of the rare and precious metals of
the Sierra Nevada mining region, and pertaining to other problems
affecting the mining industry of that region.

SEC. 2. For the purposes of this Act the Secretary, acting through
the Bureau of Mines, is authorized to acquire land and interests
therein; to receive and accept money and property, real or personal,
or interests therein, and services as a gift, bequest, or contribution;
and may conduct activities or projects in cooperation with any person,
firm, agency, or organization, Federal, State, or private. Money so
received shall be deposited in the Treasury of the United States in a
special fund or funds for disbursement by the Bureau of Mines and
shall remain available for the purposes for which received and
accepted until expended.

SEC. 3. In order to carry out the purposes of this Act there is
hereby authorized to be appropriated. out of any money in the Treas-
ury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of (a) $750,000 for the
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erection and equipment of a building or buildings, including plumb-
ing, lighting, heating, ventilation, general service, experimental
equipment and apparatus, the necessary roads, walks, and ground
improvements; and (b) $250,000 annually for the maintenance and
operation of the experiment station, including personal services, sup-
plies, equipment, and expenses of travel and subsistence.

Approved June 21, 1950.

[CHAPTER 342]
AN ACT

To provide for payment of amounts due mentally incompetent personnel of the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Coast and Geodetic
Survey, and Public Health Service.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the term "mem-
ber of the uniformed services" as used in this Act means any person
on the active or retired list of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force, Coast Guard, Coast and Geodetic Survey, or Public Health
Service, including transferred members of the Fleet Reserve and
of the Fleet Marine Corps Reserve, and members of the Reserve com-
ponents of the respective services entitled to Federal pay either on the
active or any retired list of said services.

SEC. 2. Any active-duty pay and allowances, or any amounts due
for accumulated or accrued leave, or any retired or retainer pay, other-
wise payable to any member of the uniformed services who, in the
opinion of competent medical authority, is mentally incapable of
managing his own affairs, is authorized to be paid, for the use and
benefit of such incompetent member, to such person or persons who
may be designated by the Secretary of the Army, the Secretary of
the Navy, the Secretary of the Air Force, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, the Secretary of Commerce, the Federal Security Administrator,
or such other officer or officers as the respective Secretaries or Admin-
istrator may designate for such purposes, without the necessity for
appointment in judicial proceedings of a committee, guardian, or
other legal representative, and any payments to the person or persons
so appointed as provided herein shall constitute a complete discharge
of the obligation of the United States as to the amounts so paid:
Provided, That no person serving in a legal, medical, or fiduciary
capacity, or in any other capacity, shall demand or accept any fee,
commission, or charge for any services rendered under the authority
of, or in connection with the provisions of this Act: Provided further,
That the provisions of this section shall not apply where a legal com-
mittee, guardian, or other representative has been appointed by a
court of competent jurisdiction, except as to any payments made
hereunder prior to the receipt in the paying agency of the department
or agency concerned of notice of such appointment: And provided
further, That competent medical authority shall consist of a board of
not less than three qualified medical officers one of whom shall be
specially qualified in the treatment of mental disorders, appointed by
the secretary of the department concerned or the Federal Security
Administrator from available medical officers.

SEC. 3. The secretary of the department concerned and the Federal
Security Administrator shall prescribe such regulations as may be
necessary to carry out effectively the provisions of this Act, including
a requirement that such person or persons designated to receive pay-
ments as provided in section 2 above shall furnish satisfactory assur-
ances that amounts received have been and will be applied to the
use and benefit of the incompetent and, in cases wherein the payments
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